




LEITH’S VERY OWN  
ANNUAL ARTS  
FESTIVAL IS BACK!
Festival week officially kicks off at 10am on June 10th with 
the community pageant and gala day. Our theme this year 
is the UNITED COLOURS OF LEITH - Celebrating our 
Cultural Diversity through colour.

Gala Day is a family friendly, community-led gathering at Leith Links and a 
great opportunity to celebrate our amazing, talented and diverse community. 
It’s a day of free activities, performances and over 100 organisations and 
traders coming together to create a fantastic day out for everyone.  As in 
previous years, we also have a varied programme of events at local venues 
throughout June and the return of our community tattoo at Malmaison on 
June 18th - lots for Leithers to love.

JUNE 2ND  
Leith Festival @ Leith Walk  
Police Box

JUNE 5TH – 25TH 
Bare Branding Exhibition @ The Image 
Collective Gallery (Ocean Terminal)

JUNE 9TH –  
Night Market @ The Biscuit Factory

JUNE 10TH 
Official Gala Day Afterparty  
@ Lost In Leith

JUNE 11  TH 
Bmx Tricks & Tips Workshop for kids  
@ quality yard

JUNE 12TH 
Video Podcast Studio Experience @ 
Upload Studios

JUNE 15TH 
Leith Comedy Festival @ The Biscuit Factory

JUNE 18TH 
Leith Community Tattoo @ Malmaison

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY



THE AWARD FOR BEST-DRESSED  
PAGEANT PARTICIPANT ENTRY  
RETURNS IN 2023 & WILL BE  
ANNOUNCED AT GALA DAY,  
SO GET CREATIVE!

The procession gathers on Saturday 10th June at the meeting point, 
Edinburgh City Football Club, opposite Lochend park from 9.30am  
onwards, leaving there at 10am to come down Lochend Road, across 
Duke Street and onto Duncan Place then John’s Place before finishing at 
the main stage on Leith Links.  Roads will be closed only when 
the parade is passing.

Dive into our events programme now & start planning  
for a full-on month of arts and events in Leith.

Leith Festival is social!

Our website and online events listing:  
www.leithfestival.com

Over 5,000 printed programmes distributed on foot  
or by bike to EH6 and EH7 cafes, bars and venues.

Contact festival coordinator Carrie Beattie 
at office@leithfestival.com

Leith Festival: 1st floor, 17 Academy Street, Leith EH6 7EE
  
Scottish Charity Number: SC283758
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WHAT’S ON AT  
GALA DAY 2023

MAIN STAGE SET TIMES

10.00am The procession departs Lochend Park at 10am on Saturday 
10th June, and finishes at the main stage on Leith Links between 10:30am - 
10:45am where the Chairman of the board will make their welcome address.

10.50am – 5.00pm Live Music & Performances on the Main Stage & Other Stage

11.00am – 5.00pm Safer By Sound Performance Tent

12noon – 4.00pm Street Soccer: kickabout & training sessions

1.45pm Best Dressed Pageant Participant announced by Nick (Leith Festival 
Chairman) & Mock Provost Rita Crombie

PLUS 
80+ local traders and food stalls in our all-new layout, Leith Festival’s famous 
Dog Show, Bike Security Marking, Edinburgh Community Food information 
station, roaming entertainment & workshops from Think Circus, Moving 
Music, Griffen Fitness and so much more.

10.50-11.10 Edinburgh Ukranian Choir

11.30-11.55 Conscious Route

12.15-12.40 Voilet Duff

1.00 -1.30 Wicked Pitch

1.50-1.20 Sapphire Notion

2.40-3.10 The Wispz 

3.30-4.00 Betamax Bandits

4.20- 4.50 Jig Show



MAIN STAGE ACTS
Artistic director and conductor Karina 
Chervіаkova leads the Edinburgh 
Ukrainian Choir Oberih - a wonderful  
way to open this years’ main stage as we 
celebrate our cultural diversity. The choir  
glorify the Ukrainian song outside the  
borders of their Motherland.

Conscious Route is a rapper, 
MC, poet and singer-songwriter who 
was born in London before moving 
to Edinburgh over a decade ago. 
He recently released the Pyramid 
EP with shortlisted Scottish Artist 
of the Year, Scott Bathgate & he 
continues to get support from the 
BBC –with ‘Dragon’s Jaw’ making it 
to BBC Introducing Scotland’s Best 
Track of the Week show.

Violet Duff is the devilish  
diva with the voice to die 
for. Raising the roof with her 
powerhouse performances 
all the way around Europe & 
the UK, this award-winning 
vaudevillian chanteuse will 
captivate your senses with her 
vintage vocals and bawdy blether.



MAIN STAGE ACTS
Wicked Pitch are a small but 
mighty group of singers who 
bring their full-bodied sounds to 
popular music and are quickly 
gaining a reputation for being the 
‘choir with the mash ups’. Good 
tunes. Good Times.  

The Wispz are an original 
Celtic/folk band from Edinburgh, 
fronted by Julie-Ann who shares 
experiences in love, sorrow, 
happiness and fairy-tales; a fiery 
Scottish soul with many a tale to 
tell. Expect angelic melodies and 
a dark twist.

Sapphire Notion are a 
Blues, Rock and Jazz infused 
music duo.  With looped guitar, 
piano and voice, they are regular 
performers throughout Scotland. 



MAIN STAGE ACTS
Betamax Bandits are an 
Edinburgh based 80s covers 
band performing some of the 
biggest and best-known pop 
hits from the best decade 
for music, including songs by 
Spandau Ballet, Belinda Carlisle, 
Erasure, ABBA, Duran Duran, 
Nik Kershaw, Tears for Fears 
and many more! Let’s step into 
the DeLorean and go back to 
the 80s!

The Jig Show are a 4-piece 
heavy folk band from Edinburgh, 
Scotland. They started out in 
2017 by livening up traditional 
ceilidh sets, using bigger 
backbeats and heavier guitars 
to create the most energetic 
dances they could. Continuing 
with this theme, their writing 
has expanded musically beyond 
their ceilidh roots, emerging with 
an energetic fusion of all things 
heavy and trad.



FREE ON SITE ACTIVITIES
POSITIVE CHANGE  
THROUGH FOOTBALL
We are delighted to have Street Soccer 
Scotland on site this year, running free, 
informal football drop-in sessions as part of 
Leith Festival Gala Day 2022. Come along 
and check out their pop-up pitch, youth 
games and info on how you can  
get involved.

THE ENERGISER!
Come and try local PT Tracy Griffen’s 
legendary ‘Energiser’ session - it’s easy, 
fun and suitable for all levels of fitness (no 
coordination required). From her Balfour 
Street  fitness studio to the Moonwalk, Tracy 
gets people moving... and feeling good.

MOVING MUSIC 
Moving Music offers fun and therapeutic 
musical and art experiences for groups and 
individuals. After the success of last year’s 
workshops, we are excited to welcome 
them back this year to provide expressive 
rhythm stories for kids and a community 
drum circle for all as part of Gala Day 2023. 

THINK CIRCUS
Take part in a range of different circus 
skills with Think Circus who will be on-site 
all day to offer free outdoor workshops 
including: Plate Spinning, Hula Hoops, 
Flowersticks, Juggling, Diabolo, Poi,  
Ribbon-Twirling and Bucket Stilts. 

PARKOUR TASTER  
SESSIONS AND DEMOS
Always wanted to know what Parkour is all 
about? Join us for Parkour Taster sessions 

and a chat at Leith Festival Gala Day.  Their 
team of experienced coaches will be on 
hand to introduce you to Parkour, answer 
questions and make sure you have a safe 
and enjoyable experience.

MEDITATION SESSIONS
A pop-up chill zone meditation tent 
offering taster meditations throughout 
the day. Curious about meditation and its 
benefits? Why not pop in for a chat with 
our friendly community of volunteers and 
find out how meditation can significantly 
improve our health, sense of well-being and 
many other areas of our life. Free guided 
meditations on site all day. 

THINK CIRCUS
Take part in a range of different circus 
skills with Think Circus who will be on-site 
all day to offer free outdoor workshops 
including: Plate Spinning, Hula Hoops, 
Flowersticks, Juggling, Diabolo, Poi, Ribbon-
Twirling and Bucket Stilts.

SAFER BY SOUND 
PERFORMANCE TENT
Safer By Sound provides creative options 
to local communities through music, drama 
and performance and their aim is to give 
people a chance to build self-esteem and 
self-confidence through music and drama. 
They have kindly agreed to host some 
community events on-site alongside their 
own programme including Phelan School 
of Dance (11am), Story Shed (12noon) & 
Moving Music: expressive rhythm stories 
for kids (2pm).
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FESTIVAL WEEK - EVENTS
TAYLOR’S OF  
EDINBURGH FUNFAIR
7-11 June

Taylor’s of Edinburgh Funfairs have 
been thrilling the public for over 6 
generations with their own brand 
of Fairground entertainment.

Family | Adult
LEITH LINKS 
__________________________

EXPOSED 23 EDINBURGH 
COLLEGE PHOTOGRAPHY 
GRADUATE EXHIBITION

30 May -  8 June, 10am | FREE

Showcase exhibition for graduates 
from Edinburgh College.

Exhibition | Adult
OUT OF THE BLUE DRILL HALL 
36 Dalmeny Street, Edinburgh, EH6 8RG 

__________________________

RED HOT KITTY BURLESQUE  
KITTY GOT THE KREAM

01 June, 7pm | £8.30

Burlesque and Cabaret Show with 
new and up coming performers.

Cabaret
LEITH ARCHES
6 Manderston St, Edinburgh EH6 8LY

ROAMING QUIZ MAN
4 June, 2- 4pm | FREE

SPECIAL GUEST HOST: 
CAMMY

Quiz | All Ages
LEITH ARCHES 
6 Manderston St, Edinburgh 
EH6 8LY
__________________________

BARE BRANDING:  
MAKING THE MAKERS

5 - 24 June | FREE

An exhibition by local artists 
working with Bare Branding.

Art Exhibition | Family
IMAGE COLLECTIVE GALLERY
Ocean Terminal (3rd Floor), Ocean 
terminal Ocean Drive, Leith EH6 6JJ
__________________________

ECAN SUMMER  
GARDEN PARTY
7 June, 4pm | FREE

An informal gathering for anyone 
interested in climate action.

Exhibition | Adult
LEITH COMMUNITY CROFT 
4a John’s Place. Leith. Edinburgh EH6 7EL



LUVIN’LEITH LEITH DJ 
EVENT: THE GET DOWN

9 June, 5pm - 1am | £8 + BF
DJs and music collectors spin from 
deep within their collection.

Music | All Ages,  Adult
LEITH ARCHES
6 Manderston St, Edinburgh EH6 8LY
__________________________

THE NIGHT MARKET UK - 
LEITH FESTIVAL

9 June, 6pm | Early-bird Full Price 
= £4, Early-bird Tickets x 2 = £7, 
Early-bird Concession, = £3.50, 
Night Owl Entry (after 10pm) = £3

A glittering late-night emporium 
filled with 70 local small businesses!

Exhibition | Adult
BISCUIT FACTORY
4-6 Anderson Place, Edinburgh  
EH6 5NP
__________________________

“PRIDE IN LEITH”  
STREET ART
10 June, 11am | FREE

“Pride in Leith” street art event 
celebrating the LGBTQIA+ 
community

Exhibition | All Ages

QUALITY YARD
20 Maritime Lane, EH6 6RZ 

GNAWA TRANCE FUSION
10 June, 8-11pm | £14.79

A night full of live cultural music.

Music | Adult
LEITH ARCHES
6 Manderston St, Edinburgh EH6 8LY 

__________________________

LAPIDARY 
DEMONSTRATION & 
DISPLAYS
Sat. 10 June 10.30am – 4pm Plus 
Gold Panning 
Mon. 12 June 7.30pm – 9.30pm  
Tues. 13 June 10.30am – 4pm & 
7.30pm – 9.30pm 
Wed. 14 June 7.30pm – 9.30pm 
Thur. 15 June 10.30am – 3pm
Fri. 16 June 7.30pm – 9.30pm
Sat. 17 June 10.30am – 4pm Plus 
Gold Panning

Discover Scottish minerals; 
traditional crafts of lapidary, 
silverware and gold panning

Workshop | All Ages
SCOTTISH MINERAL &  
LAPIDARY CLUB
20 Maritime Lane Off Constitution 
Street, Leith EH6 6RZ





Get yersel doon for some tasty scran  
& a bevvy in oor barry gaff.

Yeh can even bring the wains, old codgers & dugs anaw! 

For translations & reservations, geez a tinkle!

23/24 Sandport Place, Leith EH6 6EW
0131 476 5268  | info@roseleaf.co.uk | www.roseleaf.co.uk

*Wheelies, wains + WIFI friendly*



OFFICIAL LEITH FESTIVAL 
GALA DAY AFTER PARTY
10 June, 9pm | FREE

Lost In Leith Presents: Official Leith 
Festival Gala Day After party

Music | Adult
LOST IN LEITH
82 Commercial St, Leith, EH6 6LX
__________________________

PARKOUR TASTER SESSIONS
10 June, 10am-4pm | FREE

Parkour taster sessions and demos 
at Leith Festival Gala Day.

Sport | All Ages

LEITH FESTIVAL @ LEITH LINKS
__________________________

LEITH GALA BEACH PARTY
10 June,  All Da | FREE | Adult

Fancy Dress - beach party with 
music by  DJ Lisa Lawd
MARKSMAN BAR 
13 Duke St, Leith, EH6 8HG

__________________________

ROCK THE DOCK  
SOUND SYSTEM 
10 June, 12 noon | FREE | Adult

Local Dj’s picking their favourite 
tracks from all genres in the 
courtyard.
LEITH DOCKERS CLUB 
17-17a, Academy St, Leith

VINTAGE AND  
VINYL MARKET
11 June, 10am | FREE

Stalls from an incredible selection of  
independent businesses.

Market | All Ages
LEITH ARCHES
6 Manderston St, Edinburgh EH6 8LY
__________________________

HARMONY CABARET  
LEITH ARCHES
11 June, 7pm | £5

A night of live music, drag  
and cabaret!

Cabaret | Adult
LEITH ARCHES
6 Manderston St, Edinburgh EH6 8LY
__________________________

LEITH FESTIVAL  
SERVICE
11 June, 11am | FREE

An ecumenical service to celebrate 
our community in Leith. Everyone 
welcome.

Service | All Ages
LEITH ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
410-412 Easter Rd, Edinburgh EH6 8HT





BMX TRICKS & TIPS 
WORKSHOP FOR KIDS
11 June, 11.30am | FREE

BMX experience session includes 
tricks and tips workshop + display

Workshop | All Ages
QUALITY YARD
20 Maritime Lane, Leith, Edinburgh 
EH6 6BZ
__________________________

VIDEO PODCAST  
STUDIO EXPERIENCE
12 June, 4 - 8pm | FREE

Book in for a free 15 minute 
session and get your recorded 
content to keep - email to book.

Workshop | Anyone age 16+
UPLOAD STUDIOS
45 Albert St, Edinburgh EH7 5LN
__________________________

PIRATES, PRETENDERS  
AND (AHEM) LADIES  
OF PLEASURE
11 and 16 June, 7pm | £10 / £8 conc

Tours | Adult

Come and walk through the skanky 
history of The Shore.
THE SHORE
Outside Innis & Gunn Taproom,  
58 The Shore, Leith, Edinburgh  
EH6 6RA

CHURCHYARD TOUR
12 June, 2pm | FREE

Guided tour of North Leith Burial 
Ground, Coburg Street limited to 
100 tickets

Tours | Adult
CITADEL ARTS GROUP
North Leith Burial Ground,  
1a Coburg Street,  
Leith, Edinburgh EH6 6ET
__________________________

LEITH THEATRE  
HERITAGE TOURS
12-14 and 16 June, 2pm  
15 June, 5pm | FREE

Enjoy a guided tour of the iconic 
Leith Theatre.

Tours | All Ages
LEITH THEATRE
28-30 Ferry Rd, Edinburgh, EH6 4AE
__________________________

DRAG WINE TASTING
14-15 June, 7pm | £25

Drag Wine Tasting with Vanity 
Vonglo and Beth Brickenden

Comedy | Adult
THE GRANARY
32-34 The Shore Leith



ACTIVE INQUIRY  
PRESENTS THE LOBBY
15 - 17 June, 7pm | £8 (£5 con)

Comedy exploring leadership and 
style over substance.

Comedy | Adult

OUT OF THE BLUE DRILL HALL
36 Dalmeny Street, Edinburgh, EH6 8RG
__________________________

GHOSTS OF NORTH LEITH
15 June, 7pm | £5

Performed play reading: the lives 
behind the gravestones

Theatre | Adult
NORTH LEITH PARISH CHURCH
1a Madeira Place, Leith, Edinburgh 
EH6 4AW
__________________________

EMC - ELECTRICAL  
MELTING COMPANY -  
NEW SINGLE LAUNCH
15 June, 7.30pm | £8

EMC - Electrical Melting Company - 
new single launch

Music | Adult
LEITH DEPOT
140 Leith Walk Edinburgh EH6 5DT

LEITH COMEDY FESTIVAL 
PRESENTS… MC 
HAMMERSMITH, KRYSTAL 
EVANS & GARETH MUTCH
15 June, 8pm | £18.47 each

£16.50 + £1.97 booking fee

Live comedy! Scotland’s funniest 
comedians at the legendary Biscuit 
Factory.

Comedy | Adult
THE BISCUIT FACTORY
4-6 Anderson Place, Edinburgh, EH6 5NP
__________________________

SPRAY PAINT  
TASTER AFTERNOON
17 June, 12noon - 3pm | FREE

Unleash your inner artist. Free 30 
minute spray painting sessions.

Workshop | All Ages
QUALITY YARD
20 Maritime Lane, Leith, EH6 6BZ
__________________________

SET STUDIOS –  
FILM SHOW
17 June, 7pm | BY DONATION

Assisting artists, makers, musicians 
and performers to showcase  
their work.

Film Screening | All Ages
LEITH ARCHES
6 Manderston St, Edinburgh EH6 8LY







KADAMPA MEDITATION 
CENTRE OPEN DAY
17 June, 12 noon | FREE

Community Open Day @ KMC 
Edinburgh

Tours | All Ages
KADAMPA MEDITATION CENTRE 
EDINBURGH
172 Leith Walk, Edinburgh, EH6 5EA
__________________________

STRIKE UP THE BAND
17 June, 7.30pm | Adults £8, 
Concessions £5, Family Ticket  
(2 adults and 2 children) £20

Capital Concert Band plays music 
from the big band era.

Music | All Ages
LEITH ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
410-420 Easter Road, Edinburgh, 
EH6 8HT
__________________________

LEITH WITCHCRAFT 
MARKET
18 June. 10am - 5pm | FREE

Leith’s first witch market brings 
witchy crafters and crafty witches.

Market | All Ages
LEITH ARCHES
6 Manderston St, Edinburgh EH6 8LY

LEITH FESTIVAL  
TATTOO 2023
18 June, 12.30pm | FREE

Leith Festival Tattoo returns with 
pipes, drums, dancers and more.

Music and Dance | All Ages
MALMAISON EDINBURGH
1 Tower Place, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 7BZ
__________________________

SETT STUDIOS  
SUMMER MARKET
25 June, 2-9pm | BY DONATION

Run for artists, by artists.

Market | All Ages
LEITH ARCHES
6 Manderston St, Edinburgh EH6 8LY
__________________________

LEITH SOCIAL GILDED 
BALLOON
29 June, 7pm | £12.50

Leith Social is a comedy, music and 
entertainment evening produced 
and hosted by Gilded Balloon.

Entertainment | Anyone age 16+ is 
welcome to the event. Under 18’s 
must be accompanied by an adult.
LEITH ARCHES
6 Manderston St, Edinburgh EH6 8LY



LEITH IS A CABARET:  
PRIDE PARTY
30 June, 7.30pm | £15

A night of cabaret to  
celebrate PRIDE!

Cabaret | Adult

LEITH ARCHES
6 Manderston St, Edinburgh  
EH6 8LY

Leith Festival needs new trustees 
to join our small team of board 

members in the planning of Leith 
Festival and promoting other 

community events. Our Trustees 
don’t just attend meetings so you 

must be motivated and prepared to 
get actively involved.  

 
Contact office@leithfestival.com 

for further information 



SPONSORED IN MEMORY OF NORRIE STEWART

A very much missed friend, a Leith resident for many years who passed away 
in 2021 from MND complications. A man of many talents, a man of the written 

word, a man of tradition, a creative man, a quiet man, a loyal man.
A player with the cup winning Melrose 7s team in the 70s.

A Fire Fighter based at MacDonald Road for 22 years
One of the founding members of Leith FM Community Radio.

One of the 3 Grumpy Old Men broadcasting team with Phil Attridge  
and Stewart Lochhead.

A very talented portrait artist and political satire cartoonist. A political blogger, 
debater and commentator. A passionate, analytical supporter of Scottish  

Independence. One lasting, loving memory of the man for many of his pub 
friends. Leaning on his special shelf at the back of the Port o Leith Bar, wearing 
his tweed gilet and cap ( both worn in all weathers), whisky in hand. If he was 

looking at you over his (very colourful) glasses, you knew you had his attention!

We miss you.





Katrina Faccenda - Leith 
Cllr.Katrina.Faccenda@edinburgh.gov.uk

Cammy Day - Forth  
cammy.day@edinburgh.gov.uk

James Dalgleish - Leith Walk
Cllr.James.Dalgleish@edinburgh.gov.uk

MEET YOUR SCOTTISH
LABOUR COUNCILLORS
for Edinburgh Northern and Leith

www.edinburghlabournorthernandleith.org.uk



Leith walk 
police box 
PoP uPs

WHat’S YoUR GReAT iDeA?

Affordable & flexible space for 
creatives,  entrepreneurs,  
charities & campaigners

FIND OUT WHAT’S ON  
@LEITHWALK_POPUPS
WWW.LEITHWALKPOLICEBOX.COM

BRANDING 

LOGO DESIGN

WEBSITES 

SOCIAL MEDIA

MENU DESIGN 

BROCHURE DESIGN

MOTION DESIGN

PRINT & DESIGN

me@iamsweet.co.uk  |  www.iamsweet.co.uk



THANKS TO



COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Leith Academy
Leith Athletic
Police Scotland

Regular Music
Michaela Smith
Dave Sinclair

Zoe Mitchell
Jai Adami
Barbara Kerr






